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Class of 2011
Occupiers then and nOw
_interviews and phOtOs By ariel shearer

NADEEM MAZEN, 28  RolE aT occuPy: MEdia 

 fCamp Dewey thrived between September 30 and December 10 of last year. Through rain and snow, raids 
and General Assemblies, a motley group of characters built their own alternative community and kept it 

alive — and I’ve got 6,000 photos to prove it. In recent weeks I tracked down five familiar faces from Occupy 
Boston to find out where and how they spend their time now, a year after the encampment.

How Has occupy impacted 
your life — for better, 
worse, or not at all? “It’s 
definitely impacted my life 
for the better. I learned a 
lot. . . . We’ve learned how 
movements can arise. And 
it’s very different to look 
at something from afar. To 
look at the Tea Party, or to 
look at some other move-
ment that grows, or is 
co-opted, or is corrupted, or 
fails, or succeeds. It’s a very 
different thing to be in the 
thick of it, to really live 
that day to day — an in-
credible education, I think, 
for everyone that came 
down to Dewey, whether 
for the day or for a month.”

tHen F “I was holding my tent while he put the Styrofoam down. We were 
winterizing and making my tent a little warmer. We were trying to get 
around the police telling us we couldn’t have the pallets.” 

november 14, 2011 | camp winterization

now F  “I like to go to Starbucks 
around 6:30 in the morning when 
we have to leave the dorm in the 
shelter. It’s quiet, they treat you 
with respect. . . . Tomorrow I go to a 
hearing at Boston Housing Author-
ity to apply for Section 8.” 

How Has occupy impacted 
your life — for better, 
worse, or not at all? “I 
think it gave me back my 
voice. I’ve always been an 
activist at heart, just never 
really able to do anything. 
It really empowers a per-
son to try to make change, 
and I think just making 
taxpayers aware may be 
as much power as I get — 
but to me, that’s enough, 
because taxpayers vote.”

september 5, 2012

CHERIE KING, 37  RolE aT occuPy: hoMElESS advocaTE

september 30, 2011, 
occupy dewey square

tHen F “We were beginning to take the square after having decided to gung-ho it at a 
series of planning meetings in the Boston Common . . . kind of flying by the seat of our 
pants, trying to figure out what we’d gotten ourselves into.” 

now F “Here I’m in the nimblebot.com 
office working with the other founders, 
also Occupy participants. Our work 
has been greatly informed by Occupy — 
we’ve recently taken two months off 
from for-profit commercial work in or-
der to create a campaign-advertisement 
fact-checking app called reactvid.com.”

august 21, 2012
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How Has occupy impacted your 
life — for better, worse, or not 
at all? “It’s been a huge shift in 
my perspective. . . . Being at Tufts, 
it’s a wonderful school — you 
learn a lot, you do. But at the same 
time, you have a very theory-based 
perspective on life. You are still in 
a very privileged community. . . .  
I think [Occupy] really helped me 
to question a lot of what I was 
learning.”  

tHen F  “This was the march for the death of capitalism, which was the last event 
we held on May 1. . . . There were different parts to the march: there was the bird 
part, and there were also gravestones, there was a part that honored the Haymarket 
martyrs, and there were devils chasing the free birds that represent this kind of 
freedom from capitalism.”

ANNE WOLFE, 21  
RolE aT occuPy:  
diREcT acTion, SafETy

may 1, 2012 | death of capitalism street 
theater funeral procession 

now F  “I’m back to school — taking 
classes full time, working on finding 
an internship to meet the internship 
requirement for my peace and justice 
studies major, with a concentration in 
activism and community development. 
And then my other major is interna-
tional relations with a concentration in 
the region of Latin America.”

How Has occupy impacted your life — for better, worse, or 
not at all? “All three. For worse: I’m a lot more stressed than 
I used to be. Not at all: I’m still not a political activist, I’m 
just a guy helping people. For better: I met so many wonder-
ful people to add to my life.”

ALEX INGRAM, 23  

RolE aT occuPy: MEdia, MEdiaTion, Social cluB

october 30, 2011 | occupy 
boston’s one-month 
birthday party 

tHen F  “That was our one-month birthday. . . . [Some of us] thought, ‘You know 
what would be great for us? If we gave the cops some cake.’ As a peace offering, 
and also ’cause it’s their birthday, too — of sitting there watching us.”

now F “I’m in the obr.fm 
radio station. I spend a lot 
of time here producing, 
hosting, and editing shows, 
and contributing not just 
to the movement but the 
world — getting people’s 
voices out there.”

september 4, 
2012

now F “I’m in Brattle Square 
selling old jewelry and 
tchotchkes on the street. . . .  
I guess you could call me a 
scavenger salesman — a ram-
shackle engineer.”

How Has occupy impacted your life — for better, worse, or not at 
all? “There’s a good core group of friends that I still have that I 
met there that I wouldn’t otherwise know. Definitely an intensive 
communications class you couldn’t pay for anywhere else. Did 
wonders for my confidence — both mental and physical. Got to 
work on my rice and beans.”

tHen  F  “I was just clearing up the food tent. 
We had to move that big tent. . . . Half the 
time when I was there, I was joking around, or 
yelling at cooks.” 

FRANK TOSNEY, 44  
RolE aT occuPy: cook 

december 8, 2011 | occupy boston’s self-eviction 

august 28, 2012

september 4, 2012

ariel shearer can be reached at 
arielshearer@gmail.com.


